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FAO, Ministry of Agricultural Policy of Ukraine and Ukrainian Laboratory of Food Quality and Safety (NAU) held scientific-practical workshop “Food Safety” on the 17-18 October, 2006. Participants of the workshop were representatives of all the links that provide food production and food chain control, these were ministries, departments, Ukrainian Academy of Sciences and Ukrainian Academy of Agrarian Sciences, scientific- research organizations, producers of agricultural raw materials and food products, food delivery networks, public organizations and mass media. More than 80 specialists participated in the workshop (list of participants is added). FAO was represented by Doctor Klaus Ziller, FAO expert in food products analytical chemistry, and Doctor Raj Patel. Welcoming section was held by Hero of Ukraine, Rector of NAU, academician Dmytro Melnychuk, Deputy Director of the Veterinary Medicine State Department of the Ministry of Agrarian policy of Ukraine Olexandr Verzhykhovskyj, FAO expert Dr. Klaus Ziller, Director of the Medved Eco Sanitary Science And Toxicology Institute, doctor in medicine, prof. Mykola Prodanchuk, Director of the Ukrainian Laboratory Of Food Quality and Safety of AIC, doctor in biology, prof. Sergij Melnychuk.  

Workshop consisted of a several sessions, and each of them was finished by discussions. After presentation of all reports and projects, at the end of the second working day, discussion was held and workshop resolution project on food safety was worked out. Resolution project is added. Resolution Committee asks all workshop participants to send all comments to us until November 27, 2006 in order to improve document, and after this procedure resolution will be forwarded to the Ministry of Health Protection, Ministry of Agro Industrial Complex, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Economics and in respective Committees of the Supreme Council of Ukraine. 

23 presentations were tendered during two working days. Workshop participants had an opportunity to get acquainted with legislative aspects of food safety in Ukraine, as well as in EU (reports of Dr. Mykola Prodanchuk, Dr. Klaus Ziller, Mr. Richard Mudi), find put about specifics of the food legislation and inspection control in Great Britain, work of RASFF (Dr. Raj Patel), product control and inspection in Ukraine (Dr. Podrushnjak, Dr. Sergij Melnychuk, candidate in veterinary sciences Julia Novozhytska), experience of HACCP system implementation in Ukrainian enterprises( G. Kuznetsov, Director of the National Analytical Center), about implementation of ISO 22000:2005 ( J. Syrova,  Department Head of the Ukrainian Scientific-Research and Training Center Of Standardization, Certification and Quality Problems), general state of food industry ( presentation of D. Bozhko, International Center of Food Technologies), Systems of quality control in METRO supermarkets (report of J. Zvazhenko) and discuss other burning questions. Introductory reports of Dr. Sergij Melnychuk, Dr. Mykola Prodanchuk , Dr. J. Podrushnjak and candidate in veterinary sciences J. Novozhytska characterized the state of affairs and described the main problems of production and control of food quality and safety and agricultural raw materials. Informational report of the Director of the Ukrainian Laboratory of Food Quality and Safety of AIC, doctor in biology, prof. Sergij Melnychuk, defines the main questions that require immediate substantial solution. It is needed to:

· Finish creation of the law package concerning Food Legislation of Ukraine.
· Range authorities of State food quality and safety control branch services to fulfill standards, requirements and rules (eliminate authority duplication).
· Organize distinct agricultural and food products control and  monitoring
· Create a system of enhancing quality agricultural products production in Ukraine
· Implement informatization system and formation of the population national consciousness  in the questions of quality and safety of the agricultural and food products
· Implement standardized production technologies of the agricultural products in Ukraine on the basis of “Good agricultural practice” 
· Promote work out and implementation of the quality management systems on the basis of ISO 9000 principles, food products quality management systems (HACCP), and also systems of environmental protection on the basis of ISO 14000 principles
· Implement safe technologies for small and middle producers of the agricultural and food products
· Improve training and retraining of staff in the sphere of AIC products quality
· Improve ecological monitoring and radiation safety of the Ukrainian territory(radioactive contamination, utilization of forbidden and old pesticides, soil protection) 
· Work out and implement programs of contaminated soils remediation
· Start implementation of the program “Organic products in Ukraine”
· Adopt laws of Ukraine concerning GMO and gene researches
· Conduct ecological passportization of the agricultural lands
· Implement integrated quality and safe AIC Products production systems 
Dr. Melnychuk said that scale and importance of the determined tasks require establishment of the separate body that will recognize the above mentioned questions as its priority directions for activity. That is why the best way is to create National Agency of AIC Products Quality And Safety, and also the need in establishment and support of reference laboratory with regional affiliates. 
During the workshop there was also a poster session where materials concerning the main questions of products safety were presented. Presentation materials and photos are added.

Workshop Organizational Committee is grateful for informational reports and cheerful discussions   of the participants. We hope to receive your comments concerning resolution project and we hope to meet again at the second international scientific-practical workshop on food safety that will be held in October 2007.  
